
Fake  
Medicine

Do you know what 
you’re buying online?



Would  
you purchase  

prescription only  
medicine without  

a prescription?  
You are not the only one

The majority of Brits (60%) are becoming 
far more trusting of buying goods over the 

internet than they were 5 years ago... 1

•   More than 1 in 7 (15%) UK adults have admitted to purchasing    
    prescription only medicine without a prescription1

•   What they probably don’t know is that between 50-90%2,3 of all  
     medicines sold on websites which conceal their address are fake – a gamble  

      not worth taking

•   78% of doctors agree that people are risking their health, and potentially even  
      their life by doing this4

So what are the real facts?
•	� Counterfeit medicines can contain  

harmful ingredients such as rat poison, 
boric acid and lead based road paint5,6

•	� They can also contain too little or too 
much active ingredient – some contain  
no active ingredient at all2,7 

•	� Fake drugs can cause harm to patients  
and sometimes lead to death7

•	� It is often produced by people who  
have no appropriate qualifications  
in unhygienic surroundings8,9

Think twice about the medicines  
you buy

Don’t bypass the healthcare system to  
get your prescription only medicine quickly 
or cheaply – it’s not worth the risk

For more information speak to your GP or 
pharmacist or visit www.realdanger.co.uk
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